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President’s Message 
 

Showtime! After caring for our beloved iris through hot, cold, 

present the beauty of iris to the public and admire what our 
fellow TAIS members are growing. How many times have you 
heard: "You can grow that in Tucson?” So let's show everyone 
that yes, you can grow iris in Tucson, and for those with talent, 
spectacular arrangements can be made, too. As always, we 
need everyone's help to make it a success. See you there. 
   

                    - Kevin Kartchner 
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                           Birthday Wishes to: 
 
 

       Jim Wilcoxon                      Nancy Rummel 
 

       Dorrell-Jo MacWhinnie    Shane Smith 
  

       Kathy Chilton                    Joe Fernandes 
 

   Condolences to Kevin upon the recent loss of his mother 
 

Please keep Pat’s 4-month-old grandson Lucien in mind 
as he has surgery on April 1 to repair a hole in his heart  

‘Mystical Sunshine’ 
 

(Tasco, 2020) 
 

Prescott, Arizona 
 

Photo by Sue Clark, 2025 

An Affiliate of the American Iris Society Tucson Area Iris Society - established 1965 Our 61st year 

April 10-11: Region 15 Spring Trek, Phoenix. Hosted by Sun Country 
Iris Society. See information and forms on p. 10-11 

April 11: 8-11 AM. TAIS Members-tour-member’s Gardens Day. RSVP 

April 18: TAIS Iris Show in combination with the Rose Society Show, 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 400 E. University Blvd. Prep time 6-9:30 
AM. Open to the public 
Show something and make us proud! No regular meeting in April 

April 24-26: Region 23 Spring Conference with judge’s training and 
garden tours. Las Cruces, New Mexico. Register here 

Newsletter 
 

 
 

“Blossom of the almond trees, April's gift to 

fairest daughterling.” – Sir Edwin Arnold   

 

https://region15ais.org/
mailto:taisnewsletter@yahoo.com?subject=garden%20tours
https://tucsoniris.org/events/2026%20Tucson%20Iris%20Show%20Schedule.pdf
https://ais-2022.square.site/


14 March 2026 - Sixteen 
-

on historic irises by Nancy 
McDonald, while three more 
tuned in from home. See my  
notes from Nancy’s talk on  
p. 8. Download her pdf here. 
 

General Meeting: Show Biz: 
April 18 is the day! Kevin 

from our previous shows 
and encouraged everyone to 
participate in a way that 
they feel comfortable. He 
thanked Terry for chairing 
our judged show for the 
fourth year and encouraged 
everyone to bring any less-
than-perfect irises for the 
arrangers in the group. Set-
up on Thursday April 16 at 9 
AM will be handled by Terry, 

who has potted irises for the 
sale at the show, please 
bring them that morning. 
Lunch was going to be meat 
and cheese platters, etc., but 
was changed back to being     
catered by Baggins. Coffee 
and donuts will be served in 

are estimated at about 30 
people. Pat mentioned that 
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the leaf between the length of 
my thumb and index finger 
and slowly pulling them        
upwards, squashing the aphids 
along the way.  
 

Tenacity 

Overachievers 
Lupines and ranunculus are 

iris rows this season. 

from Sam at one of our seed          
exchanges at a potluck. See 
Kevin if you need something 
beautiful that will grow like 
weeds. He is pulling them out 
by the wheelbarrow-full. 
 

Soil and Mulch 
Terry has found that his irises 
are loving Tanks Cactus Mix 
mixed with some compost. All 

compost. Kevin’s irises love the 
compost his neighbor makes 
with shredded trees, grain, and  
horse manure. 
 

Fertilizer 
Terry recommends fish meal 
(which he now orders from 

find it locally), alfalfa meal,    
Epsom salts, and Osmocote. 
 

Watering 
Kevin’s irises are planted in 20’-
long rows. He waters them 
with an automatic drip system, 
consisting of tubes with inline 
drippers every 6”. A filter that 
autoflushes is essential so that 
the drippers do not clog from 
minerals in the water.  
 

       - Sue Clark, secretary 
 

the Sun Country Iris Society 
offers all first-time exhibitors 
in their Show $10 in Iris Bucks. 
Kevin will open his garden to 
members on April 25 and 
plans to ask TBG if they will do 

 
   Door prizes were won by 
Mary Ann, John, Joyce, Martin, 

and Bonnie for managing the 
door prizes, and to all            
occasional prize contributors, 

 

Board Meeting: Sam will be 
available to cashier at the Sale 
at the Show. Barbara Barnes 
and Maureen Kelly also said 
that they can cashier, and 
possibly Brian and Leigh. 
 

Miscellaneous Chatter at the 
Meeting: 
 

Aphids 
Kevin mentioned that he had 

appeared and ate them. Susan 
has had good luck growing 
garlic and onions to keep 
aphids away from her irises, 
while Terry blasts his off with 
water. A method I typically use 
is gently grasping the base of 

    

  

We’re on the web: 

Tucsoniris.org 

All Text underlined 

in blue are links. 
Use Control click to 

access. 

 We Irises 

https://tucsoniris.org/media/videos/
https://www.tanksgreenstuff.com/tanks-cactus-succulent-mix
http://www.Tucsoniris.org
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mealybug
https://livetoplant.com/how-to-get-rid-of-mealybugs-on-iris-plant/
https://livetoplant.com/how-to-get-rid-of-mealybugs-on-iris-plant/
https://plantamerica.com/mealybugs-on-african-iris/
https://plantamerica.com/mealybugs-on-african-iris/
By%20Crisco%201492%20-%20Own%20work,%20CC%20BY-SA%204.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=36507654
https://biobee.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/male-and-female-citrus-mealybug.jpg
https://www.lovethegarden.com/uk-en/garden-problem/mealybug
https://www.lovethegarden.com/uk-en/garden-problem/mealybug
By%20Vijay%20Cavale%20-%20Own%20work,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1684518
By%20Vijay%20Cavale%20-%20Own%20work,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1684518
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The Language of Iris #3 
 - When Weather Speaks Loudly     

in the Iris Beds  
by Pat Olsen 

 

   Many of us are noticing unusually short bloom stalks 
across all classes of iris, along with deformed flowers 
and early or uneven bloom. In most cases, the cause is 

This season brought a series of unusual conditions. A 

reduced necessary chill hours. Mid-winter temperature 
swings interrupted normal growth cycles. Then a March 
heat wave accelerated bloom development. Irises rely 
on a natural sequence: a period of cooling followed by    
gradual warming. This balance supports proper stalk 

is disrupted, plants may still bloom, but not at their full 
potential. 
   This season is a reminder that irises respond not only 
to how we care for them, but also to the climate around 
them. Even experienced growers can see unusual       
results when the weather doesn’t cooperate. 
 
A Note on Watering During Heat 
 

   As temperatures rise, watering practices may need    
adjustment. 
 
Check soil 2–3 inches below the surface: 
 

If dry → water lightly 
 

If slightly moist → wait 
 

 Avoid evening watering - wet soil combined with 

moderate and evenings cool, resume deeper watering. 
Avoid fertilizing stressed plants. 
 
   In every unusual bloom and shortened stalk, irises are 
telling the story of the season. 

 

like this last year, making it impossible to divide 

Below left: This plant shows wrinkling on the top bud 
and an extremely deformed bud in the forefront 

Below right: TB ‘Empire Strikes Back’ is a midseason 
bloomer. TBs should be a minimum of 27.5" tall; this 
one barely reaches 6". There have been several SDBs 
shorter than MDBs this year 

Far Left: This asymmetrically-shaped flower of      
IB ‘Concertina’ has petals that are crinkled and 
partially stuck slightly inside the spathe 

Near left: AB ‘Sand Dancer’ clearly shows that this 
plant was stressed during stem elongation 

 

Photos by Pat Olsen 



TAIS NEWSLETTER PAGE 8 APRIL 2026 

collect and grow the irises from a 

eras such as 1950’s pinks, or Dykes 
Medal winners 

• HIPS Display Garden - anyone who 
has 15+ historic iris and is willing to 
open their garden at least one day 
per year 

• International Iris Exchanges - to fill 
in irises missing in each other’s   
gardens. For example, between 
2021 and 2023, HIPS and Merian 
Gärten in Basel, Switzerland          
exchanged cultivars (photo below) 

Nancy shared some tips with us: 
 

• 

or anyone who orders 

to the soil every spring will destroy iris 
borer larvae. These microscopic animals 
are 99% effective when applied to wet 

Nancy orders them as Scanmask spray 
from BioLogic. 

•  Leonard Jedlicka of Blue J Iris taught 
Nancy to make a fulcrum for her        
digging fork by attaching a length of   
3-4” plastic pipe to the back of the fork 
with clamps. (See photos below). - SC 

Presentation on Historic Irises - 
Preserving Beauty from the Past 
 
   Nancy showed photos of many historic irises in a 

by Cathy Egerer and added to by herself. These two 
friends are part of HIPS, the Historic Iris Preservation 
Society, and live in a village on the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan on the shores of Lake Superior. They 
tend to be frost-free between June 9 and September 
15, get an average of 140” of snow annually, have 

All of these combine to make very happy irises! 

into commerce at least 30 years ago. They are loved 
and valued for several reasons: they are beautiful, 
have a tailored form, are tough and disease-

the gene 
pool from which modern irises originated.  
   Nancy suggested that everyone grow what they 
love and that they do not try to put names to their 
NoID irises (ones with unknown names). Figuring 
out the name of one or so irises in your own garden 
is different, she said, because you know what you 
had so the choice of names is very limited. But 
NoIDs are another story for several reasons: iris    
photos are not always accurate; irises look different 
depending on the light, camera, and/or computer 
monitor; and the fine details of an iris are not         
apparent in many photos. The biggest reason, 
though, is that tens of thousands of unnamed irises 
were sold as “landscape irises” between the 1920’s 
and 1960’s or longer. These never had names! 
 

HIPS Activities and Benefits 
 

• Iris rescues if someone cannot take care of their 
irises anymore (or other reasons) 

• ROOTS, their semi-annual journal 
• e-newsletter 
• Iris locator - helps individuals find irises they 

want or need 
• Online rhizome sale in July 
• Databank of which members grow which irises 
• Guardian Gardens Network - Nancy is in charge 

of this program in which HIPS members work to 
cultivate and increase the numbers of varieties 
which are in danger of dying out. 

• Focused collections - members might choose to Both photos from the PowerPoint presentation 

https://biologicco.com/product/scanmask-spray/
https://tucsoniris.org/media/videos/


Iris Limerick 
There once was a man named Kevin 
Whose favorite number was seven. 
He grew seven papyruses 
And 7,007 irises, 
That plant-loving man named Kevin. 
 

 

               - Sue Clark 
 

Did You Know? 
 

 

Kevin Kartchner - President  

David Sliffe - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Cindy Long, Linda Briggs, Kathleen Marron, 
and Evelyn Jacobs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else and Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Taffy Holvenstot - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Tip Exchange                        

A Bit of Botany and Iris History 
 

   Bee Warburton was born in 1903 in Boston and went on to  

become an important presence in the iris world until her death in 

1996. Her fascination with irises began by accident, as it so often 

does. Bee created a rock garden in her yard in Westborough,  

Massachusetts, and adorned it with tiny plants. Among these was 

Iris pumila, the small species iris whose pollen was used by Paul 

Cook and Geddes Douglas to develop a new type of iris known as 

a “Lilliput,” now known as a standard dwarf bearded or SDB. Bee 

made her own crosses to create smaller irises suitable for her   

purposes. Her rock garden was soon left to tend for itself, though, 

as she 

the crosses she made. Her first award-winner 

was the still popular ‘Brassie’ (1958), an SDB. Bee went on to win 

awards in each of the 

Siberians, and species iris. Many of her 

creations are still grown and loved today. 

   Bee’s SDB ‘Blueberry Muffins’ (1963) features striking blue 

beards on soft yellow falls. (Photo above). This important color 

break earned her the Cook-Douglass medal in 1967. Bee’s next 

goals were to clarify the yellow petal color and to produce blue 

beards on a pure white iris. Although she did not get there, she 

paved the way for Paul Black to do so, with his bright gold iris with 

blue beards, SDB ‘Experiment’ (2005) and then its offspring in pure 

white with blue beards, SDB ‘Bluebeard’s Ghost’ (2006).  

not to call what she did a “hobby,” because she put so much work 

into it and into everything she did. More next month… - SC   

 

in “AIS 100 
Years 
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What to do in the Iris 
Garden during April: 

 

Maintenance: Keep iris plants hydrated 
during this interval of rapid growth. 
Monitor with moisture meter. Check for 

weeds, and debris. Verify that flowers 

 

Non-organic care: Apply weekly or every 
other 

(10-52-10), 
Schultz Bloom Plus 10-54-10), or  Ferti-
lome Blooming & Rooting (9-58-8). Mix as 
indicated on package. 

 

 “You can cut all the flowers but you cannot 
keep spring from coming.” – Pablo Neruda 

The Philadelphia Flower Show is the 
nation’s oldest and largest such event. Since 1829, top      
designers have created tableaus of garden ideas including 
these two in 2026: Sensory gardens with water features 
such as fountains, as well as plants with fragrance, texture, 
color, and taste (herbs and fruit); and relaxed landscape  
design, celebrating native plants and 
Source: Martha Stewart email of 9 Mar 2026; “5 Gardening Trends Everyone will 
be Talking about after the 2026 Philadelphia Flower Show”  
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Cindy Long - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Diane Pavlovich - Publicity 

Cindy Long & Linda Briggs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else & Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Cindy Long & Linda Briggs - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Sue Clark -  Newsletter  

SDB ‘Blueberry Muffins’ 

https://pza.sanbi.org/moraea-polystachya
https://www.wiki.irises.org/Sdb/SdbBrassie
https://www.wiki.irises.org/Sdb/SdbBlueberryMuffins
https://www.wiki.irises.org/Sdb/SdbExperiment
https://www.wiki.irises.org/Sdb/SdbBluebeardsGhost
https://www.wiki.irises.org/Main/Bio/HybridizerWarburtonBee
https://www.wiki.irises.org/Main/Bio/HybridizerWarburtonBee
https://wiki.irises.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Scotts-Super-Bloom-Water-Soluble/dp/B00GTDGWAY/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1EA8CL4WBVMG4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.LSlapI4gvEAEXGpB1LFZsxaYBEsmY8dCI-ZeejcnF8t64QTpBQy6XNCo1scCFgfd93tX3xiiaoEeQhbPt5z90rRsPXXN6Ov9Dd7OsD3k70cKYtWbVjOlPZl6XjMsQjVeEOM2OZY869e
https://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Gro-4-Pound-146002-Soluble-10-52-10/dp/B00C4TPN7K/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=2C6FNL053OSUP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gokxPg7gSfucsn-sHLOrPKAUOjaUO5BSe2RV0kl0gW0VTgaKnbUiLoXi0pBNRAkKRixlBZx10gt94hyQz_pqLflLfT0q58FDboMAeU_JUo61aMlwylYlEpAjle2
https://www.amazon.com/Schultz-Bloom-Soluble-10-54-10-1-5-Pound/dp/B07TDSHH6X/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2GL5D4JIO8CV8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.OX7IWwAjWPb6Nffhyocjlykt_r0K6w3YWaCWqB-D_pGz-IjoykywuTqsJo8-5JY4f_o5XZZegCvsX85rtnplw6uoeMN2oJZ90aDC9sroiFk3FQvezhUt-weFzDYLJAR6rxW
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-Soluble-Bloom-Root-packs/dp/B00FGINEMC/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.B3sfxc88LCXlZV9a8n5sKau4v5neSTY2-l4_0-Cb8YlN3HDP2ywP-B-TwnNL_oj-Ng3wce-LLjeV_5onMKwJn33RlJXbnNHzfOzy8xVh5HAF4Jx57d800_oIjoNLvl_qaftdOfqEo8B3xAnjYeJTCHM6IEgr
https://www.marthastewart.com/gardening-trends-at-the-2026-philadelphia-flower-show-11921858?hid=1d75671ef7a6beb891facd6a85dd9661e5472442&did=22402481-20260309&utm_campaign=msl_relationship-builder&utm_source=msl&utm_medium=email&utm_content=030926&lctg=1d
https://www.marthastewart.com/gardening-trends-at-the-2026-philadelphia-flower-show-11921858?hid=1d75671ef7a6beb891facd6a85dd9661e5472442&did=22402481-20260309&utm_campaign=msl_relationship-builder&utm_source=msl&utm_medium=email&utm_content=030926&lctg=1d
https://mx.pinterest.com/pin/140244975870297128/

